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What a year it’s been! In January few people would have guessed that we’d have
a new national government by the end of the year. But after his party lost the
state elections in North Rhine-Westphalia (NRW), Chancellor Schröder had 
little choice but to go to the country: the result in NRW meant that the 
upper chamber of the German parliament, the Bundesrat, could have blocked
all reform legislation, and that would have been of no benefit to the country.
Statistics have already registered a slight economic improvement. This can cer-
tainly be ascribed to the Schröder government’s programme of reforms, the
Agenda 2010. So let’s give credit where credit is due.    

present wishes the “grand coalition” of Christian Democrats and Social 
Democrats under our new Chancellor, Angela Merkel, the best of luck in imple-
menting further reforms swiftly and effectively. Only then will the economy –
national and European – reacquire the freedom of action it must have if it is to
flourish. And only then will it be possible to create a large number of jobs and
ensure that unemployment continues to decrease. 

For us at Würth, 2005 has also been an exceptional year. We have celebrated the
company’s sixtieth anniversary and the seventieth birthday of its distinguished
head (see p. 18). What is more, turnover and returns have reached record levels.
present congratulates all the Würth Group’s 50,000 employees, who in 81 coun-
tries around the world have contributed to this achievement, each in their own
way.

A German saying has it that the people’s will is the people’s right. Both have
been tested severely this year. Most of us were annoyed by the undignified wran-
gling that accompanied the allocation of posts in the new government, and many
a decent citizen felt inclined to retract his or her vote. In “Vox populi” (pp. 14–15)
we air our grievances over politicians playing their games at the country’s
expense.

Berlin will always be worth visiting for its cultural amenities, which include 
a vast array of treasures in its museums and a large number of institutions 
devoted to the arts. Which other city can boast three opera houses? The State
Museums have vied with each other in attracting visitors. Most people will have
heard about “Goya: The Prophet of Modernism”, a major exhibition at the Alte
Nationalgalerie, so we thought we’d recommend a less prominent attraction:
the Ethnological Museum in Dahlem and its new display of African art (p. 23). 
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The European Union’s common agricultural policy is threatening to become a
never-ending story. It may have started out as little more than an irritation, but
it is gradually turning into a permanent obstacle to the development of the Euro-
pean economy. In “Think Europe!” (pp. 21–22) we comment on this state of
affairs. 

We take pleasure in recording some memorable visits to Würth Haus (pp. 5–13),
a pleasure coupled with the hope that these contacts will bear further fruit in
the future. If corporate citizenship is to mean anything at all, it must establish
and cultivate communication networks. So we look forward to our visitors stay-
ing in touch with us.    

In the course of the year a number of matters have attracted our attention that
were too minor for fully fledged commentaries but not so insignificant as to
warrant complete neglect. So in an end-of-year clear-out we’ve put together
some “Random thoughts” (pp. 17–18).

And with that miscellany present concludes 2005, but not without wishing all
its readers the very best for the New Year. We are grateful to you for a success-
ful year. Among the delights we owe to you and the other friends of Würth
Haus, Berlin, have been many an interesting personal encounter, during sym-
posiums and conferences, at concerts, in private discussions and even in a shared
laugh at a political cabaret. Next year encounters of this kind will be able to take
place at an additional venue, because Würth Haus, Berlin, has acquired a sib-
ling: the Würth Group’s offices in Brussels. I look forward to telling you all
about them in spring 2006. In the meantime, please accept our thanks one again
for your support over the past year.

Manfred Kurz

Editorial
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It’s especially gratifying to be able to report on visits to Würth Haus by 
people at the younger end of the age spectrum. We extend such invitations
because the Würth Group feels an obligation to bridge the gap between future
decision-makers and those who have already established themselves in positions
of authority. We aim to fill the gap by providing information, by encouraging
both personal initiative and a sense of corporate responsibility and by offering
a forum for the exchange of ideas and experiences.

We take pleasure in the fact that many other companies and institutions share this
goal. Our pleasure is particularly great if the goal can be reached at an interna-
tional level. f

OUR 
GUESTS  



A host of important economic reports reach us daily from other parts of the
world. Whether developments are positive or negative, history is being made in
those places. Nicaragua is not one of them. It’s a country that seldom impinges
on our consciousness. We vaguely associate it with the Sandinistas and Contras
and with the Ortega brothers – but that’s all a long time ago now. At present,
Nicaragua is in the throes of lethargy. Scarcely had it become master of its own
destiny when it fell victim to its neighbours’ thirst for domination.

In 1995 the actor and writer Dietmar Schönherr visited the Würth company in
Künzelsau and talked about the Casa de los Tres Mundos (House of Three
Worlds), a music school in Grenada that he had set up with a group of friends and
specialists headed by the poet Ernesto Cardenal. Schönherr was in Künzelsau
to receive a prize from the Würth Group, the Jeunesses Musicales Deutschland,
awarded to him in recognition of his support of young musicians in need. The
evening in Künzelsau turned out to be a particularly happy occasion. Late at
night, the entertainment culminated in the foundation of a relief organisation in
the Museum Würth: Pan y Arte (Bread and Art). 

6 present 3/2005

The tenth anniversary        of Pan y Arte

A concert and reading at Würth
Haus, Berlin, on 12 April 2005 in the
presence of the Ambassador of the
Republic of Nicaragua, His Excellency
Mr A. J. Altamirano-Lacayo 

Our guests

Photo: Andreas Amann, Berlin
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Now, ten years later, Dietmar Schönherr has again been the company’s guest,
this time at Würth Haus, Berlin. Joined by the Embrassy brass ensemble from
Münster, he reported on his work at the Casa de los Tres Mundos in Nicaragua.
Among the ten musicians in the ensemble was David Salomon Jarquin, who at
the age of eight had received a grant to attend the Casa de los Tres Mundos.
Thanks to this far-sighted encouragement of his talent, the eighteen-year-old
can now look forward to a major international career as a trumpeter. 

Dietmar Schönherr summarised his philosophy: “Culture is a kind of food, nour-
ishment for the soul. It’s as indispensable to every one of us as our daily bread,
whether we live in a rich country like Germany or a developing country like
Nicaragua. Bread and art are the most important forms of nourishment, and we
focus on both of them.” This credo forms the basis of the work done by Pan y
Arte.

Combating poverty has always been a principal aim of international relief organ-
isations. Such activities must include cultural poverty if people are to be given
a chance to lead self-determined lives in freedom and dignity. Fighting corruption
and promoting political and economic transparency are important prerequisites.
But the key to it all lies in a full stomach and a free imagination: Pan y Arte. 

Further information at
www.panyarte.org

       of Pan y Arte

Photo: Andreas Amann, Berlin
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Our guests
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Photos: Andreas Amann, Berlin
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The Bosch International Fellowship Programme is in a league of its own. On a
glorious late summer’s evening, sixty young recipients of grants from this pro-
gramme and from the Bosch company’s other international programme, the
Stiftungskolleg für internationale Aufgaben, visited Würth Haus in Berlin. All of
them came from the ten new member states of the European Union.

Bosch and Würth have long enjoyed good relations, and Manfred Kurz, head of
Würth Haus, Berlin, noted in his welcoming address that they have never been
better. He went on to cite the activities of the Würth Group as an example of
how trade, industry, politics and administration interact. Kurz explained that
each and every business engages with its social environment – and possibly with
society as a whole, if the company is large enough. This happens through its
workforce, its clients, its suppliers and its social activities. All parties involved
must communicate regularly with each other in order to safeguard the prosper-
ity of the community, and such communication processes need to be expanded
now that Central Europe is being reshaped politically. In the discussion that fol-
lowed Kurz’s speech, recipients of Bosch grants for economics, politics and
administration agreed with his analysis.

Bosch fellowships and    post-war German history  

Holders of Bosch Fellowships 
visit Würth Haus, Berlin, 
on 7 September 2005

Our guests
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A notable feature of the evening was a masterly speech about post-war German
history by the Principal of Bosch’s Stiftungskolleg für internationale Aufgaben,
Tono Eitel, a former German ambassador with an honorary professorship from
the Ruhr-Universität in Bochum. Taking divided Germany as his cue, Eitel dis-
cussed the division of Europe into two power blocs, the conflicts this involved,
their effect on individual biographies and their intensification during the Cold
War. He emphasised that the majority of Europeans now in their mid-twenties
have had little or no direct experience of totalitarian regimes or war. 

This fact must surely be connected with the widespread feeling that at no other
point in its history has Europe seemed more likely to succeed in abolishing
national boundaries as military demarcations. Naturally, this imposes an obli-
gation on the coming generation of decision-makers. Bosch Fellows are certain-
ly aware of this and will surely act accordingly when they take up positions of
authority in their home countries.

Further information at
www.bosch-stiftung.de

post-war German history  
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Founded in 1949 to promote exchange between British and German citizens at
a social, political and business level, the Deutsch-Britische Gesellschaft (Ger-
man-British Society) made a major contribution to establishing friendly relations
between the two countries in the aftermath of the Second World War. In 1950 the
Gesellschaft instituted an annual meeting – known as the Königswinter Con-
ference – in which social affairs have usually figured prominently. 

Held alternately in Germany and Britain, the conferences are attended by Ger-
man and British MPs, cabinet members, high-ranking diplomats, economists,
scientists and journalists. Topics of discussion have ranged from security policy
and the Atlantic alliance to European integration, from social changes brought
about by globalisation to the future of the welfare state, from education policy
and the integration of ethnic minorities to the international economic system.
In other words, the Königswinter Conferences have addressed most major issues
that Europe has faced since 1945.

The conferences, which have a reputation for open-mindedness and plain speak-
ing, made important contributions to the policy of détente between East and
West and to the debate surrounding British entry into what was then the Com-

The Young Königswinter Conference     of the Deutsch-Britische Gesellschaft 

Würth Haus, Berlin, hosts the 
Young Königswinter Conference of
the Deutsch-Britische Gesellschaft 
on 2–7 August and gives a reception
on 3 August 2005

Our guests
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mon Market. This year, the Würth Group pursued its ideal of corporate responsibility by hosting
the Young Königswinter Conference at Würth Haus, Berlin. During this meeting of people under
the age of thirty, Manfred Kurz, head of Würth Haus, spoke on the Group’s market position in
Europe and outlined its views on the standardisation of commercial and company law throughout
Europe.

The Young Königswinter Conference is always welcome at Würth Haus, Berlin, and we would be
delighted to receive the Deutsch-Britische Gesellschaft as our guests again in the future.   

Further information at
www.debrige.de/english/index.html

of the Deutsch-Britische Gesellschaft 
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“We wanted to want to, but we couldn’t let ourselves dare to.” This phrase, coined by
Bavarian comedian Karl Valentin over sixty years ago, might have been invented to
describe the antics of German politicians in this election year. Valentin would surely have
delighted in the fun and games. This was political entertainment on an epic scale.

Some of the finest entertainment was provided by Edmund Stoiber, chairman of the
Bavarian conservative party, the CSU. He couldn’t make up his mind whether to stay on
as Prime Minister of Bavaria or to accept a post in the new national government. So he
took one step forward, then two back. Could you ask for a better demonstration of the
inadequacy of some of our regional politicians with national ambitions? Leadership quali-
ties? Forget it. All we get is a continuation of the political game. “Faites vos jeux”, as the
croupier says. “Place your bets.” And off they go, playing the game among themselves.
With politicians’ egos as the main stakes, the people of the country are relegated to the
role of spectator. So we watch as the ball settles in a red compartment (Social Democrats)
or a black (Conservatives). It’d be foolish to assume that this happens entirely by chance.
The temptation to influence how the ball settles, to bring it in line with personal ambition
and vanity, is too strong for that. After all, this is a “winner takes all” game.  

Any schoolchild knows about the centrifugal force that comes into operation if the ball is
propelled too quickly. And now Bavarians know about it too. Their leader’s flirtation with
a job in the federal government resembled nothing so much as a trial spin of the roulette
wheel. His reputation buffeted at his every appearance in Berlin, he quickly retreated from
the hostilities and returned home to lick his wounds. But his eyes had surely been fixed 
on Bavaria all the time. This can’t have been a serious attempt to become Federal Minister
of Trade and Commerce, can it? Stoiber has certainly lost the unqualified support of his
party. In the corridors of the Reichstag building, members of his own ranks have been
heard to compare his behaviour with that of Oskar Lafontaine, the former Social Demo-
crat who “did the dirty” on his colleagues and formed a new political party.

It’s too early to say how much such goings-on have damaged the credibility of politicians
as a whole. Voters rubbed their eyes in disbelief at the way the new national government
was formed. Pre-election promises and the established political order seemed to count for
nothing. Granted, no one will be naive enough to believe that election slogans are non-
transferable – they never have been. But the current political elite has in effect given notice
that they don’t feel bound by any of the policies and promises that won them votes. This
represents a whole new dimension to contempt for the electorate.   

Shrugging off their about-turns, politicians have explained their behaviour as the direct
outcome of the election. Voters, they say, gave them a mandate for a government formed
from the two parties with the largest number of seats in parliament. This claim conveni-
ently overlooks the fact that both partners in this “grand coalition” were actually losers 
in the election, and it ignores the prospect of total stagnation offered by the agreement
they have reached. Not least, it leaves out of account the very real possibility that another
solution to the coalition problem discussed in the wake of the elections may have reflected
the mood of the country more accurately. This was the “Jamaica coalition”, so called
because the colours associated with the parties involved – black (Conservatives), green
(Greens) and yellow (Liberals) – are those of the Jamaican flag. 

Vox populi

Political fun and games



Every single major issue facing the present government has been successfully avoided in
the coalition agreement. What about reducing the government activity rate, public spend-
ing and additional wage costs? What about reforming the healthcare system and nursing
care insurance? Nothing doing. What we’re offered instead is the apotheosis of consensus
politics. Watching from the sidelines, the opposition is puzzled because it can’t really find
anyone to criticise. After all, in one way or another everyone is included in the govern-
ment. With the majority supporting the status quo and encouraging stagnation, change
will now be possible only with the help of minorities. 

The Federal Republic of Germany has never had a government with fewer policies. Its
prime focus has been on the shabby business of distributing cabinet posts. Let names
stand for policies, and the rest will take care of itself. Any experienced employer can only
be appalled by such attitudes. We all know that states can’t be run like businesses – they
perform too many sovereign functions for that. But people active in trade and industry
also know that to be successful you must define your goal and stick to it. The managers
themselves – who they are and how they feel about things – are of secondary importance.
This very simple basic precept of management can be applied to government as well.
Facts, not personal feelings, are what count.  

Managers focus on the next balance sheet, employers on a long and prosperous future for
their company. Politicians (some of them, at least) set their sights on the next elections,
statesmen on the long-term well-being of the community. We need more statesmen –
people with a deep-seated sense of responsibility towards the state and towards public
welfare. Politicians who accept a post in the national government are required to proclaim
their good intentions by taking an oath on the constitution. They must swear to dedicate
their efforts to the well-being of the German people and to protect it from harm. The vast
majority of people in the Western world will assume that those who end their oath with
the phrase “So help me God” really mean what they say. They will certainly not expect
them to view their activity as a game.

present hopes that the first woman Chancellor of Germany will govern skilfully and will
have the good luck without which even the best-intentioned efforts can’t

meet with success. Out best wishes also accompany the replacement
emissary from Bavaria – Michael Glos, the new Federal Minister of

Trade and Commerce.  

Manfred Kurz 



All activities of the 
Kunsthalle Würth are made
possible by the generous
support of the  Adolf Würth 
GmbH&Co. KG.

Kunsthalle Würth 
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Kunsthalle Würth
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Random thoughts

…on the EU constitution disaster 

As in many other places, people in Berlin have been trying to discover the rea-
sons for the French and Dutch rejection of the European constitution. Europe’s
future has been repeatedly addressed in official statements, symposiums, con-
ferences and public debates. They’ve all done more to reveal a widespread feel-
ing of helplessness than to offer ways out of the crisis.

One reason for the failure to answer the question “What next?” may be that the
wrong people are sitting on the committees discussing the issues involved. Politi-
cians, political scientists, administration specialists, high-ranking EU officials and
members of self-appointed elites can all be found there. On the other hand, rep-
resentatives of medium-size businesses are generally conspicuous by their absence
– a ludicrous state of affairs in view of the fact that this type of economic activ-
ity plays a major role in most people’s lives in the EU, especially in times of
political stagnation. 

Medium-size businesses certainly offer more evidence of whole-hearted identi-
fication with the ideal of a united Europe than many a bloodless “experts’ con-
ference”. When an Airbus is built in Turin and Toulouse, or when a Porsche is
made in Bratislava and Stuttgart, more is being done to strengthen inner-Euro-
pean ties than when the Hamburg Senate is compelled to incorporate EU direc-
tives on cable railways into Hanseatic law. And such international manufactur-
ing also produces profits, which benefit everyone in the EU.  

…on the political standstill after the national parliamentary elections

For a full five months the work of parliament in Berlin virtually came to a stand-
still. Politicians had their hands full conducting election campaigns of one kind
or another. Not that lights went out anywhere in the country during that peri-
od: economic life proceeded as usual, filling the power vacuum with sovereign
ease and ensuring that the government would not have to announce a state of
national emergency. Teachers’ wages, pensions, unemployment benefits, road
construction bills – they all continued to be paid, and no one taking an active
part in the national economy seemed unduly concerned about the media-induced
excitement emanating from Berlin. It’s reassuring to know that the country can

1

2
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survive for an entire summer without the machinery of government chugging
away all the time.

…on the Würth anniversary 

2005 has seen a number of major celebrations at Würth. First, this year marked
the company’s sixtieth anniversary. The wholesale screw retail business Adolf
Würth OHG was founded immediately after the end of the Second World War
at Künzelsau on the borders of Württemberg and Franconia in southern central
Germany. Since 1945 the firm has expanded to become the Würth Group, a com-
bine of 340 companies. The initial two employees have become 50,000; the
annual turnover has increased from the equivalent of s 80,000 to 6.8 billion;
and the corporation has expanded its activities beyond Germany to encompass
81 countries across the globe. And all these figures are on the increase.  

As if that were not enough, our distinguished “boss”, Reinhold Würth, celebrat-
ed his seventieth birthday on 20 April. It was typical of him to celebrate at home
in Künzelsau, in the Group’s headquarters, in the company of employees, clients
and suppliers and of neighbours and family. present takes this opportunity to
record its profound admiration for Reinhold Würth, who has unswervingly ded-
icated his life to the business. He has never allowed his personal feelings to inter-
fere with his responsibilities as the head of the company. In other words, the
well-being of the firm has always taken precedence over his own wishes.

The “elder statesman” of the Würth Group has declared with refreshing frank-
ness: “I entered the business 53 years ago and have never come out again.” Here
we catch an indirect glimpse of his family, which has supported him through-
out his career. All of us who work for the Würth Group owe an enormous debt
of gratitude towards a family whose sense of responsibility has often led it to
subordinate its own needs to those of the business. The Würth family is accus-
tomed to being in the public eye, so this is an appropriate place for us to express
our gratitude. 

Without the unqualified support of a strong family, Reinhold Würth would prob-
ably never have expanded the Adolf Würth OHG into the Würth Group. Appro-
priately, then, the company retains the character of a family business, despite its
size. present wishes to pay its respects to a family that has been a model of cor-
porate citizenship. Hats off to you all !

Random thoughts

o

3
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…on appearances and reality in the federal capital

A ceremonial tattoo in Berlin. To mark the fiftieth anniversary of the federal
army, the Bundeswehr, a tattoo of this kind is taking place for the first time in
front of the Reichstag building. In honour of the occasion leading politicians,
representatives of trade and industry and high-ranking members of society have
gathered in the official stands. Their bearing is suitably grave and statesmanlike.
Security has been extremely tight. Nobody and nothing must be allowed to dis-
turb this solemn act of state. 

Suddenly, shouting, chanting and whistling can be heard coming from the Bran-
denburg Gate. Peace groups, anti-military organisations, autonomous activists and
ordinary citizens have arrived to take part in a demonstration that was announced
beforehand and has been officially sanctioned. They’re making quite a noise. It’s
certainly impossible to ignore. 

The man next to me in the stand is a top Berlin police official. He’s not wor-
ried. “Our special force will keep things under control, by directing the demon-
stration along a safe route, by employing de-escalation tactics and by keeping a
low profile. And anyway, the people taking part in the demonstration are known
to us from decades of police work in Berlin. In the old days, in West Berlin, if
there were problems caused by violent demonstrations, squatting or traffic blocks,
you could bet that young people from rural Swabia were behind it all and up
there with the leaders. That hasn’t changed. These young folk from Württemberg,
most of them students, soon find the local village stifling and boring. So for a
few years they play at revolution in Berlin and lead a wild and carefree existence.
Then they go back home and take over Dad’s carpentry business. You know
what the most common battle cry is at demonstrations in Berlin? ‘Stones! We
need more stones!’ And it’s usually shouted in a broad Swabian accent. They
give themselves away!” Well I never!

…on Berlin’s city airport 

The squabbling over Berlin’s city airport at Tempelhof continues unabated. With
boundless energy and limitless hair-splitting, the operating company has made
attempt after attempt to kill the airport. For example, the public has been aston-
ished to learn that Tempelhof will have to be closed to facilitate building of Berlin
Brandenburg International (BBI) – which is utter nonsense, of course. Who is
pulling which strings? Who stands to gain by closing Tempelhof? It’s not clear.
What is clear is that this kind of thing has become typical of Berlin. 

It’s not as though everyone agrees that BBI should be created by expanding
Schönefeld airport. Law suits representing a total of 15,000 complaints are pend-
ing, and it could well be 2007 before the courts have dealt with all of them.

5



What’s more, quite a few experts view the former Soviet
airbase at Speerenberg in north Berlin as a more suitable site
for BBI. 

Whichever location is chosen in the end, neither can be used
as an argument for or against Tempelhof. It would surely
be best to go ahead with both projects. For one thing, keep-
ing Tempelhof could be a significant factor in attracting more
business to the capital. And the fact that there’s already an
airport at Tempelhof represents an asset that it would be
foolish to throw away. London had to build its City Airport
from scratch at a cost of billions. Berlin already has one. So,
Herr Bürgermeister, hold on to it.

P.S. Only an hour’s drive from Berlin is the international air-
port of Leipzig/Halle – brand new and with a fully devel-
oped traffic infrastructure. Just imagine how quickly it could
be reached from Berlin by Transrapid railway. ^

20 present 3/2005

Random thoughts
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Britain’s Presidency of the European Union is
drawing to a close. That faithful believer in
the European cause, Claude Juncker of Lux-
embourg, is not the only one to have won-
dered how these six months under Tony
Blair’s leadership have benefited the EU.
Juncker clearly sees them as a failure.

Observers of the political scene, especially in
Europe, know that vast efforts are required
to bring about even the smallest changes. Sir
Peter Torry, UK ambassador to Berlin,
recently compared this vividly to using a
fork-lift truck to transport a lump of sugar.
Getting a network of twenty-five states to
agree on a common policy is indeed a Her-
culean task, and frequently it represents a
major achievement if only a single initiative
or issue is pushed to the top of the agenda.
That’s precisely what Tony Blair has done. So
he really has served the ideal of a united
Europe, even if some people with vested
interests like to claim the opposite. 

Opposition to Blair’s financial proposals for
the EU has been huge. Whole armies of
farmers, joined by hoards of officials with
limitless reserves of stubbornness, have vehe-
mently resisted attempts to question the wis-
dom of EU agricultural subsidies or to sug-
gest even minor modifications to them. Once
again, the farming lobby has appeared at its
most charming: as a group of selfish people
living in the past. You’d think they’d be
aware that people who refuse to counte-
nance change of any kind often end up losing
the very things they wanted to preserve. This
type of conservatism seems to be the order
of the day. It’s strange how reactionary and
inflexible people can become if they fear the
loss of even the slightest personal advantage. 

It’s time to stop all the nonsense about rais-
ing or reducing cattle bonuses or slaughter
bonuses. We can no longer afford to sub-
sidise this kind of thing, along with the lakes
of milk and wine, the mountains of butter
and so forth that it has produced. In fact,
we’ve never really been able to afford it.
Among large sections of Europe’s rural pop-
ulation such policies have undoubtedly won
acceptance for the EU and for the concomi-

tant reduction in national sovereignty, as 
was shown most recently when Polish farm-
ers voted in favour of their country joining
the EU. But it stands to reason that we 
can’t continue spending a full 40 per cent of
the EU budget on no more than 2 per cent 
of EU jobs. With a total of twenty million
unemployed in the member states, that’s
pure lunacy. 

The UK itself receives a not insubstantial
annual agricultural subsidy. But neither there
nor anywhere else does this money create a
significant number of new jobs in agriculture.
On the contrary, these huge subsidies create
less than 1 per cent of such jobs throughout
the EU – not exactly a statistic to write
home about. And it’s been that way for a
very, very long time.

All the more reason, then, to acknowledge
the right of the British President of the EU
Council to question current agricultural 
policy. The occupant of 10 Downing Street
knows full well that globalisation presents
enormous challenges and he recognises that
we ignore this at our peril. The EU has a
common budget for agriculture, but it does
not have a common budget for research and
development. If it did, we in Germany would
realise more clearly than we do now that the
sums we invest in these areas are quite sub-
stantial in terms of the EU average. But it’s
difficult to capitalise on the results if vast
amounts of money are being used to sub-
sidise the national pride – and the agriculture
– of some member states. 

There are signs that the European economy
as a whole is reviving. That makes it all the
more imperative that the EU should focus its
energies on increasing the international com-
petitiveness of its trade and industry. The
EU, too, is apparently embarking on a period
of economic recovery. In its autumn report
the Commission estimated the EU growth
rate at 1.5 per cent in 2005, increasing to 2.1
per cent in 2006 and 2.4 per cent in 2007.
Forecasts for Germany were less favourable:
1.2 per cent for 2006 and 1.6 per cent for
2007. The EU Commissioner for Enterprise
and Industry, Günter Verheugen, has said

Think Europe !

There’s more to Europe 
than fruit and vegetables        
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that Germany could improve on these fig-
ures, but only if it invested more in research
and development. So we really must put an
end to the “brain drain” – particularly to the
USA – that has had such negative conse-
quences in the past. 

The EU must reduce the milk quota, abolish
bonuses for putting agricultural land to 
other uses and increase the sums available 
for research into molecular biology, new
forms of energy and the like. Then we’d be
on course for economic recovery and future
prosperity, enabling the next generation in
the EU to play a major part in the world
economy of the 2030s. Europe could then
readopt its traditional role as world leader in
scientific, intellectual and artistic progress.

And let it be said that this role is infinitely
more worthy of European efforts than farm
produce. Most of us would much prefer to
pay our long-suffering farmers directly for
our fruit and vegetables, rather than in the
form of compulsory taxes levied via the usual
Brussels distribution channels. There’s no
sound reason why buying food should be dif-
ferent from buying a pullover, a car or a com-
puter. These unpleasant facts of life are the
natural result of a competitive economy, and
everyone apart from farmers is subject to
them. The rest of us can’t count on guaran-
teed purchases or prices for our wares.

Why concern ourselves with the naive falla-
cies of the farming lobby, which claims that
the percentage of money spent daily by con-
sumers on food was lower in 2004 than in
1953? For one thing, wages rose enormously
during that period and hence the proportion-
ate nominal cost of buying food. And that’s
leaving out of account the taxes paid by con-
sumers in order to subsidise agriculture. It’s
only fair to add these to the food bill.

Forgive me, but state controls and protec-
tionism have been taken to absurd lengths in
a world propelled by globalisation. To deny
this is to ignore reality. It’s also irresponsible,
and farmers and their representatives will suf-
fer badly if they continue to do so. Germans

show a certain amount of pride in the fact
that their economy is once again world leader
in exports. This position has been achieved
not in spite of, but because of, markets that
are free, competition that is self-regulatory
and exchanges of goods that occur quickly.
And it has been achieved in spite of wage 
levels that are high in terms of the world-
wide average, in spite of a strong Euro and 
in spite of industrial laws overloaded with
regulations.

There can be no doubt that most people in
the member states of the EU wish to see a
strong, unified Europe. This goal can be
reached only if we think and act in a genuine-
ly European way. The ideal of a united
Europe will be realised on a long-term basis
only if all branches of the economy are treat-
ed fairly and squarely on the basis of shared
aims. That’s Tony Blair’s message – no more
and no less – and that’s the UK Presidency’s
contribution to the future of the EU. It
amounts to a demand for a strong, competi-
tive European economy (including agricul-
ture, of course) as a precondition of pros-
perity in Europe. The Würth company will 
play its part in this with unshakeable convic-
tion and undiminished vitality, as it has done
throughout the sixty years of its existence.
Let Würth be an example to you all!

Manfred Kurz
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Or should it be “Europe in Africa”? Or
“Interaction in art”? Or “How black helped
white”? Or simply “Some breathtakingly
beautiful art”? It’s worth taking the trouble
to find out.

Since 27 August 2005 the new display of
African art at the Ethnological Museum in
Berlin’s Dahlem district has been attracting
large numbers of visitors. The museum’s
holdings are vast: with its galleries full of
exhibits, the storerooms are still bursting at
the seams. Containing 500,000 objects
from across the globe, along with large
collections of sound recordings, photo-
graphs and film material, the Ethnological
Museum is among the biggest and most
important institutions of its kind in the
world.

Huge numbers of exhibits can easily over-
whelm visitors. So the new display prefers
quality to quantity and “staging” the objects
to displaying them in a neutral manner.
With the galleries darkened, precious items
of African art are shown in artificial lighting
in attractive and meaningful ways. 

You immediately become aware of connec-
tions with modern Western art, ranging
backwards in time from our own day to
German Expressionism. You realise why
Expressionists like Emil Nolde and Karl
Schmitt-Rottluff were such frequent visitors
to the museum in Dahlem. Here they could
be inspired to more intense artistic expres-
sion without having to make the long, hard
journey to Africa. The new installation
includes a sculpture by Ernst Ludwig Kirch-
ner that provides striking testimony to the
fact that exchanging ideas across frontiers is
as vital to art as it is to other areas of
human endeavour.

The display, devised under the direction of
curator Peter Junge, is divided into four
main areas – an introduction, followed by
sections devoted to figurative sculpture,
performance and design. One thing it makes
crystal clear is that colonialist ideology got
things completely wrong: the art of black

Africa is anything but “primitive”. And its
roots in the continent’s various cultures
have not prevented it being a major influ-
ence on so-called “high art” in Europe. 

The masterworks now installed at Dahlem
were shown in 2003–04 in Brazil in the
exhibition “Arte da Africa”, which received
two awards and attracted over a million
visitors. 

A catalogue of the works on display has
been published in German: Kunst aus
Afrika: Plastik – Performance – Design,
edited by Peter Junge and Paola Ivanov,
Cologne: DuMont, 2005.

“Art from Africa” 
permanent display in the 
Ethnologisches Museum, Dahlem  
Entrance at Lansstrasse 8
D–14195 Berlin
Germany
Tel. + 49(0)30 266 36 66
Tues. – Fri. 10am – 6pm  
Sat., Sun. 11am – 6pm
www.smb.spk-berlin.de

Berlin-tip

Africa in Berlin

Memorial head of a queen
mother; Kingdom of Benin, 
Nigeria, 16th century; 
accessioned in 1901
Photo: Jürgen Liepe

Ernst Ludwig Kirchner,
Standing Female 

Figure, 1912;
On loan from the 

Staatliche Museen 
zu Berlin, 

Nationalgalerie


