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Some topics are simply in the air. Initially without much impact, events, meet-
ings and news begin to multiply and gather momentum. Suddenly a topic is
present and demands to be dealt with. This is what happened to the topic “free-
dom”, which with all its interesting facets has occupied us for weeks now. 
It all began with some dubious get-togethers of former Stasi officers – very much
in the tradition of veteran’s reunions – and that not far from the notorious GDR
prison Hohenschönhausen. The event caused a major stir in Berlin that prompted
Würth Haus in Berlin to take action. What could make more sense than to gath-
er first-hand information? The obvious step was to ask Marianne Birthler, the
member of parliament responsible for the archives of the secret service in the
former GDR, to brief us. This she did in a candid manner at one of our open
house events, as you can read on page 5.

This was a fitting introduction to the topic of freedom. We follow with an arti-
cle on Wolfgang Niedecken, head of the Cologne rock band BAP, and his
performance at our Brussels Würth office with readings from Bob Dylan’s auto-
biography Chronicles and renditions of Dylan’s songs, a stimulating event even
if he was literally running through open doors (see page 7). 

You can find out just how open the doors in Brussels are by reading the article
on page 10 by Dr. Christoph Jessen, German ambassador to Belgium. The eco-
nomic aspects of the freedom to compete, on the other hand, are dealt with on
pages 13 and 14. As a result of globalisation it is no longer possible to think
about the economy in national categories. In fact it is the other way around:
having the freedom to cross national borders is a general prerequisite for com-
petition. This fact is underscored by an important investment in China on the
part of the Würth Group. present gives you the details on page 21. 

We conclude our topic at a festive Sunday matinee, described on page 16, to
which an illustrious circle gathered at Würth Haus in Berlin. In a panel discussion
on freedom the speakers concluded that there can be no freedom to destroy
freedom. 

Freedom through music? The evidence for this is provided by our report on page
23 of a summer chamber music concert, part of the international encounters that
regularly take place in the tradition of our Wannsee island Schwanenwerder. 

Editorial

Manfred Kurz
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Editorial

What else is new? Günter Verheugen, Vice-President of the European Commis-
sion, is mentioned last but certainly not least. Refreshingly, this is a man who
stands on his own two feet. Our section vox populi pays its respect on page 26
to the upright industrial commissioner, to whom Europe owes more than many
conventional minds, hypocritically claiming to speak for ordinary citizens, would
have us believe. The simplistic thinking of those who recently tried to create a
scandal around him needs no comment. Does the moon take notice of the howl-
ing wolves?

“Man was created free and is free/even if born in chains.” (Friedrich Schiller,
Worte des Glaubens)

Enjoy your reading and viva la libertà!

Manfred Kurz

Printed on the one thousand deutsche-mark

bank note was the entry on freedom for

Grimm’s dictionary, based on notes by Jacob

and Wilhelm Grimm. Unfortunately it was

difficult to read for the few people who ever

saw this note. 



Big Brother in the GDR
Open house in Berlin with Marianne Brithler
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What must be done when things are turned around, when former GDR secret
service officers begin to organise, to appear in public and, using aggressive forms
of propaganda, attempt to whitewash the dark past of this feared security-
police force? This calls for information and enlightenment. Authentic, uncom-
promising and truthful with respect to the state of civil rights in the former GDR.

True to this principle, Marianne Birthler, since September 2000 successor of 
Joachim Gauck as head of the archives of the former GDR Ministry for State
Security (Stasi), accepted an invitation to speak at Würth Haus in Berlin. Here she
reported to an audience of representatives of parliament, business, the press and
society on research into the Stasi documents, which placed from end to end
would extend for 180 kilometres. 

Painstaking reconstruction

Putting the pieces of the puzzle back together, stored in thousands of paper
sacks, a picture of East German society emerges in which everyone suspected
everyone, a condition that was not only accepted but also consciously promot-
ed by the communist leaders. 

Treachery, denunciation and the ruining of lives were part of the intimida-
tion employed by the Stasi henchmen, who place more than 250,000 political
prisons behind bars. The three million Stasi files that have been examined reveal
the depths of subjection, contempt for humanity and the manic quest of the
Communist nomenclature to cling to power. The victims suffered psychic pain
and their lives and those close to them were often destroyed. This was not only
intended but part of a sinister plan, and often enough the victims ended up in
the notorious prisons of Hohenschönhausen or Bautzen II.

“All these facts must be precisely named and fully brought to light. Only by
confronting the truth can a reconciliation between perpetrators and victims take
place. Forgiveness is not possible unless it is explicitly requested.” This is how
Marianne Birthler sees the work of her agency, whose main principle is the pro-
tection of the rights and dignity of the victims. 

The Lives of Others

But Marianne Birthler also related positive incidents from the dark past of the
GDR. The examination of the Stasi documents has also uncovered examples of
civil disobedience and human decency. f

The woman in charge of the archives 
of the secret service in the former GDR
Marianne Birthler (Bündnis 90/Die
Grünen), reported on the current status
of research into the documents of the
former East German secret service. 
Her presentation was at a regular open
house on political issues at the Berlin
representation office of the Würth
Group.

The Würth House Berlin
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Würth Haus Berlin

The majority of citizens approached by the Stasi to spy on others refused to
comply or found some clever excuses. The story of two brothers has come to
light, expropriated heirs of a traditional Saxon wine distributor, who continued
to work as employees in the socialised company. The Stasi told one brother to
inform on the other – which he did but only after consulting with his brother
on what he should say.

Touching anecdotes such as this are certainly not told at the trendy Ostalgie
parties idealising the East German past. This quaint fashion was ironically and
often brilliantly portrayed in Wolfgang Becker’s tragicomedy Goodbye Lenin!
But those who want a more accurate depiction of the GDR should see Florian
von Donnersmarck’s film, The Lives of Others. The Stasi, the “Shield and Sword
of the Party” but in truth the grave-digger of the SED dictatorship, did not even
stop at the bedroom doors of its victims in combating the “enemies of social-
ism”. 

The film helps us determine where we stand when faced with the insolence
of the old comrades, the former Stasi officers who without a sence of wrong-
doing, who with incredible chutzpah seek to rehabilitate themselves, often at
the cost of the victims, by denying the historical facts. It is particularly bitter
that Mielke’s veterans have been given a pension bonus by the Constitutional
Court in Karlsruhe while the SED victims are still waiting for a suitable com-
pensation for their years in prison.

It seems as if nothing has changed. The unusually well paid Stasi officials
have been granted every privilege; those they maltreated must go through the
long process of suing for their rights. Berlin’s minister of culture, Thomas Flierl,
member of the PDS (the successor of the East German communist party) who
via his office is also responsible for the Berlin-Hohenschönhausen Memorial,
commemorating one of the worst GDR prisons, took no position on the recent
attempts of former Stasi officials to whitewash their past. He prefered to remain
silent, reflecting a typical attitude in Berlin today. A tough-minded debate over
the Stasi past is still to come. 
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The Würth office in Brussels

Open house in Brussels with Wolfgang Niedecken 

To come straight to the point: Niedecken came alone. Nevertheless, as soon
as he began singing the stage was full of music: authentic, virtuoso, sensitive,
vigorous, tender and powerful, all at the same time. The resoluteness and ener-
gy of his performance left no room for criticism. The charged atmosphere was
immediately conveyed to the audience when the BAP singer, well-known as “the
Bob Dylan of South Cologne” reached for his guitar, using songs of his idol, 
to look back on his own youth. It was impossible not to be carried away. Who
would want to resist? f

Bob Dylan: Chronicles and Songs

What has already become a tradition 
at the Berlin representation office of 
the Würth Group has now been intro-
duced in the new Würth office in Brus-
sels. The first open house was held 
on 13 July 2006 and attracted consider-
able attention. It’s no wonder – 
the invited artist and his performance
were out of the ordinary: Wolfgang
Niedecken, head of the most successful
German rock band, BAP, came from
Cologne to read from Bob Dylan’s
2004 autobiography Chronicles and 
to play some Dylan songs. 



Vaclav Havel was right …

The former Czech president Vaclav Havel was right when he commented in
connection with a Rolling Stones concert in Prague that music is more than just
the melody. It can also act as a catalyst of social development and as an instiga-
tor for opening the gates to freedom. For the Czech civil rights movement, Char-
ta 77, in particular, it was the music of the Stones that was both a call for rebel-
lion and civil disobedience vis-à-vis a totalitarian government as well as a connect-
ing link of solidarity for a whole generation across the borders of political blocs.
Satisfaction was, so to speak, the harbinger of a global social revolution.

That we invited our friends to hear Wolfgang Niedecken und Bob Dylan’s
Chronicles was, of course, not done with the intention of encouraging social
unrest or rebellion again the political establishment. Although, admittedly, the
idea has some appeal – certainly as long as our daily life is restricted by ever
more regulations and legal provisions that stifle the freedom needed for social
development. f

8 present 2/2006

The Würth office in Brussels



Hymns of a generation

Before many of us reached our twenties, Dylan’s music was our thing. Our gen-
eration, which is now in responsible positions in politics, in the economy and
in society, came of age in the 1960s and the early 1970s with the music of the
Rolling Stones, the Doors, Cream, The Who, Jimmi Hendrix, John Lennon and
above all Bob Dylan. He provided the hymns for a whole generation, hymns
that were dedicated to making the world a better place, a world marked by more
justice, and peace for the coming generation. The demands were universal and
carried by an absolute will to freedom. We would not have settled for less at the
time.  

The open house with its focus on Bob Dylan’s Chronicles helped us to meas-
ure the distance between where we are and where we’ve come from since Blowin’
in The Wind (from the album Freewheelin’ Bob Dylan, 1963), singing songs
together around the campfire over thirty years ago, songs that expressed our
commitment, and then our entry in “real” life. That one universal life with the
compromises necessary for success but with the unwavering commitment to
humanity and fraternity. Time to start protesting again, except that now we are
the target of the protesters. The Times They Are A-Changin’ …

You might be asking yourself what Bob Dylan has to do with the Würth Group.
The answer is simple: everything and nothing. Nothing, of course, because, we
didn’t invent rock’n roll. Everything, because Würth – and this is true for all
businesses, for politics and also for society – assumed responsibility a genera-

tion ago, and the daily decisions it now must take are not divorced from the
civil society that it belongs to. It is good that we are now able to reflect a little
on Like a Rolling Stone. Wolfgang Niedecken has led the way – in a convincing
and all-encompassing manner. 

2/2006 present 9

Wolfgang Niedecken and Cem Özdemir, MEP

Photos Edouard Darieux, Bruxelles
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The Würth office in Brussels

Within the last three years the Würth Group has opened two important offices:
firstly the firm’s representation office in the German capital of Berlin on 28 March
2006 and then a second office in the European capital Brussels (as reported in 
present 1/2006). It was clear to us that a global enterprise operating from Ger-
many must have a basis in both centres. Dr Christoph Jessen, the German ambas-
sador to Belgium since July 2004, offers some personal thoughts on the connection
between Brussels and Berlin and on the “real” Brussels, a city that is well-known as
a culinary centre of Europe.

The connection between Brussels and Berlin is close, much closer than many
realise. In fact they are almost like two sides of the same coin. The export suc-
cess of German companies is based primarily on the European domestic mar-
ket, the largest of the world, even larger that that of the US and Japan together.
Entrepreneurial trading on a large scale is only possible in a region with a reliable
legal system and comparable rules and norms. These norms have been and
must continue to be developed in agreement with the European part-
ners. No easy task, by any means. 

Ambassador Christoph Jessen

Photo: Reglindis De Ridder, Brüssel

From BERLIN to BRUSSELS

A city you can live in
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Dialogue as the prerequisite for clear rules 

Diplomats and experts from initially 6 and then 9, 12, 15 and finally 25 member
states spent many a night deliberating on the rules and regulations in the confer-
ence rooms of the European Council and Commission. The resulting set of rules,
the “acquis” as the Eurocrats call it, comprises 50,000 pages. And everyday
something new is added. The world keeps turning and Brussels moves with it. 

Caution is called for when people speak of bureaucracy - a regulatory fer-
vour that even standardises the form and colour of tomatoes! Norms are indis-
pensable for the international economy, and clear rules facilitate business. Further-
more, European norms, the norms of the largest domestic market worldwide,
have an impact; they give the European economy a competitive lead in global-
isation. Good norms require dialogue, not only with governments but with all
those who are involved in and affected by the norms. 

Only those who are well represented in Brussels can expect to have an impact.
This is true for the German economy as well as the German government. Only
a close relationship between Berlin and Brussels can guarantee that our inter-
ests are taken into account. And yet the connection between these two cities is
even closer. Berlin as the capital of Germany in its present form is almost unimag-
inable without Brussels, without the EU and NATO.

“Supranational” administration: 
the basis for co-operation 

After the war it was the brilliant idea of great statesmen – so simple yet revolu-
tionary in its approach – to pave a new path for the development of Europe by
placing coal and iron ore under a supranational administration. Bringing togeth-
er raw materials that were distributed across national borders laid the corner-
stone for the economic recovery of Europe after the Second World War. 

This supranational administration additionally created the necessary trust for
the long-term co-operation between nations that had been enemies. It was the
integration of Germany in the EU and NATO that made the struggle for
supremacy on the European continent obsolete. From then the foundations were
laid for settling disputes at the conference table in Brussels and not on battle-
fields.

If we take this thought a step further, then it is legitimate to ask whether
Germany reunification would have even been conceivable without the trust Ger-
many had gained over the years with its involvement in the EU and NATO. f

2/2006 present 11
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Brussels live

But let us leave the realm of diplomacy and turn to the “real” Brussels, a city
you can enjoy living in.

You are no doubt familiar with the extensive, irregular rectangle of the Grand
Place with its Gothic-Baroque buildings. Even if you’ve seen this architectural
jewel with its historical backdrop a hundred times, it is always overwhelming.
And it can be experienced from different perspectives, for example, the
Ommegang (procession), the yearly spectacle when thousands of locals re-enact
the reception of the polyglot emperor Charles V by the nobility and guilds in
1549. 

Have you discovered the commemorative plaque for Karl Marx (1818–83) that
was placed just in September of this year on the building that houses today’s
luxury restaurant Le Cygne (Grand Place 9)? As an emigrant Marx lived in La
Maison de Cygne on the Grand Place in 1847/48 and between February 1845
and March 1848 in various other buildings no longer standing today before he
was expelled from Brussels in 1848. It was in this city that he wrote The Com-
munist Manifesto, which played an influential role in the politics of the twentieth
century. Based on its credo, a bloc of many countries set the world revolution
as their goal. Fortunately, the system collapsed a few years ago. 

Marx has lost his political support and has been relegated to the annals of
the nineteenth century, where he belongs. It was in fact this very development
that made the unification of Europe and Germany’s reunification possible. It
was indeed time to dedicate a commemorative plaque to him.

Culinary centre of Europe

As you can see, Brussels, the centre of Europe, can lure the observer again and
again into waxing poetic. But let us now return to a more prosaic topic: Brussels
is not only the city of politics. Or expressed in another way: politicians and
bureaucrats also have human needs. Which leads us to the more pleasant things
of life. One of the favourite pastimes of Belgians is eating and drinking. It is after
all the country with the highest number of Michelin stars per number of inhab-
itants. 

The reputation of Belgian cuisine is evidently so great that last year Michelin
gave a star to a restaurant even before it opened. When this was discovered,
Michelin had to pulp an entire edition of its red guide. The world-famous belly
of Brussels is located in the two Rue des Bouchers. A true Belgian only goes
there to look, not to eat, with one exception: restaurant Aux Armes de Brux-
elles (no. 13) with its excellent home cooking. 

Belgian humour is also a delight and no stranger to Brussel’s restaurants,
bistros and pubs. After an excellent meal in Ultieme Hallucinatie, the city’s most
beautiful Art Nouveau restaurant in Rue Royale (no. 316) perhaps you’d like to
go to Mort Subit (sudden death) to have in the truest sense of the word your
“last” beer and forget once and for all the regulatory fervour of the eurocrats.

From Berlin to Brussels
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Think Europe !

It is hard to believe that the benefits 
of competition are not obvious to everyone.
All the more surprising that the European
Commission, shortly after signing on to 
the Lisbon Agenda, seems to have returned
to business as usual. The Lisbon goal was
nothing less than to turn Europe into the
most powerful economic region in the
world by way of pioneering innovations and
unrestricted competition. 

Who would want to object to this? Unfor-
tunately we repeatedly witness how easily
protective barriers are erected against trou-
blesome competitors on the world market.
Many regard China in particular as a force
to fear, but those engaged in global compe-
tition know that this huge country – the
epitome of a recent global player – should
be seen as an opportunity and not just a
threat. The BRIC countries – the emerging
economies of Brazil, Russia, India and
China – are of eminent importance for the
European economy because they are not
only competitors but also offer a vast
potential of customers. Never in economic
history has there been a market opening of
such huge proportions and so easily access-
ible. This opportunity must not be wasted,
especially not by the obvious shady tricks 
of a few businessmen from the sunny land
of olives and lemons.

Antidumping tariffs is the name of the
magic formula always brought forward to
protect, in our case, Italian workers from
wage dumping in the Far East. A look
behind the scenes makes it obvious that it is
the particular interests of some regional
producers that are being served rather that
the job security of European workers. The
following article by a champion of free 
competition makes this clear.

The article addresses an economic fact 
that every school child should know. 
Steel screws are not made by hand but by
machines. Whether a worker operates one
machine or four makes no difference in
terms of the degree of automation. The

Protective barriers against
troublesome competitors?

share that wages play in the production of
screws is negligible. This truism is just as
valid for China as it is for Italy or for the
European Commission and its Directorates
General. Here in particular caution is advis-
able in individual cases where bureaucratic
decisions make no sense and hinder growth
in Europe. Such actions make the state-
ments of the EU commissioners appear to
be platitudes. Even though the guardians 
of competition may do their work carefully,
it is always possible for those who seek to 
discriminate against their competitors to
find a way. The electricity companies have
shown us how this is done.

Distortions in competition, which restrict
supply and increase prices, are not in the
interest of the European economy and cer-
tainly not in the interest of the individual
consumer, especially in the light of the 
suspended Doha “development” Round. 
Please read “A Pandora’s box” carefully and
take leave of any small-minded “national”
interests. 

Think
Europe!

is both the only alternative and an obliga-
tion for us all.

Manfred Kurz
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It is easy to proclaim the merits of free competition, but it can be a painful 
experience for those who are threatened by it. The typical reaction of those
affected is to label any unwanted competition as “unfair”. The favourite catch-
word attached to such price competition is “dumping”. Hardly any scandal in
connection with food safety passes without the friends of the small corner shop
claiming that the allegedly predatory prices of the discounters are partly respon-
sible for such criminal behaviour.

Dumping and anti-dumping …

The concept “dumping” stems from foreign trade regulations. Dumping exists,
so the definition, when the export price of a good is less than its price on its
domestic market. The technical definition and its everyday use point in the same
direction. Instead of being happy to pay less, the lower price policies are con-
sidered to be unfair. The accusation is that such behaviour is motivated by the
intention to eliminate competition. For this reason governments are called on
to protect domestic businesses from such predatory conduct. This clearly out-
lines the problem of antidumping legislation: a handful of businesses that face
direct competition from imports are protected to the detriment of all the rest,
who would be glad to benefit from a supply of inexpensive imports.

In 2005, the European Commission applied this rule by imposing an antidump-
ing tariff on stainless steel screws from China and other Asian countries. Euro-
pean manufacturers of high-quality screws, which were suffering from competi-
tion from imports, offered proof that from 2001 to 2003 imports of this prod-
uct had increased by 96%. At the same time the average import price declined
steadily so that it was 32% lower in 2003 than in 2001. The Commission calcu-
lated that the import goods were 59.2% cheaper than the goods produced in the
EU. Their share in the EU market increased by 58%.

In light of this situation, the Commission sought to determine whether this was
a case of dumping, i.e. whether the export price of the good was below the
domestic price. Since, however, the Peoples Republic of China is not a true mar-
ket economy, the domestic value was not determined by actual selling prices in

a Pandora’s box?Antidumping tariffs :
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China but calculated on the basis of the so-called comparable country principle.
To do this, a sum of the average production costs including marketing, admin-
istration and overheads and average profits was taken. In the end, the Commis-
sion determined there was a price difference between the export price and the
theoretical domestic price it had calculated of 27.4% and imposed an antidump-
ing tariff of this amount.

… in the context of increasing globalisation

This short description suffices to show that European antidumping regulations
are based on the idea of administered competition, which excludes the inherent
elements of competition such as risk and error. It is the Commission that deter-
mines the costs and profits considered to be suitable in its calculation of the
dumping margin and in determining whether an EU industry is being harmed.
The antidumping rulings thus become an administrative guarantee of profitabil-
ity and appear at the same time as a social policy for businesses. 

It is questionable whether such instruments are not antiquated in an age of glob-
al markets or whether market adjustments via free competition will not lead to
more welfare gains. Especially the immanent danger that antidumping rules are
used as an ideal instrument for protecting threatened domestic industries argues
in favour of adjusting the antidumping rules to the changed conditions under
globalisation.

Andreas Kammholz, attorney, Berlin,

Head of the Legal Department, Federation

of German Wholesale and Foreign Trade

(BGA)

Photo: BGA

Dante Gabriel Rossetti, Pandora, 1869
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On 13 August 2006, exactly 45 years to the day after the Berlin wall was built, free-
dom in all its many facets was the issue of the day. A group of prominent guests
were invited to the Würth Haus Berlin for a panel discussion on freedom that was
moderated by Wolfgang Klein of Second German Television (ZDF). 

Freedom and social norms

In her brilliant introduction, Professor Gesine Schwan, president of the Euro-
pean University Viadrina in Frankfurt/Oder and former candidate for president
of the Federal Republic of Germany, pointed out that subjective freedom 
reaches its natural limits where, for example, faith and religion have established
social norms and the respect for these norms prevails. Respect as a limiting factor
is necessary because it is the social norms that make individual freedom pos-
sible in the first place. 

In a discussion with the award-winning author Tobias Hülswitt (b. 1973), who
portrays individuals searching for happiness in a society marked by sexual free-
dom and licentiousness, Gesine Schwan came to the conclusion that sexuality and
also physical contact cannot be seen as a purely private matter between those
involved. At least not as long as the act of procreation is connected with it, the
purpose of which in the end cannot be to increase the abortion rate. The femi-

Würth Haus Berlin

ON   FREEDOM
Matinee – an illustrious Sunday gathering in Berlin

An enjoyable Sunday encounter:

Gabriele Minz, Manfred Kurz, 

Wolfgang Klein and Gesine Schwan.
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nists’ slogan of “pro choice” still stands in contradiction vis-à-vis the Christian
religion and our Christian-based view of the world in Western society. 

Sexuality, reduced to a carnal and pleasurable pastime, has contributed to
the degradation of the individual to a mere object. The limitation of sexual free-
dom through moral or religious norms is thus in accordance with the universal
respect of human dignity.

Freedom against corruption

Schwan’s husband, Professor Peter Eigen, formerly a member of the Board of
Directors of the World Bank in New York, is working to expand freedom as co-
founder and chairman of Transparency International, a non-governmental, inter-
nationally active anti-corruption organization. Often African countries with
despotic rulers are the object of its activities, which result in measures to improve
civil rights in those countries. 

When his busy schedule allows, Peter Eigen plays saxophone with an outstand-
ing jazz combo named Eric’s Club Featuring Peter Eigen. In a Sunday matinee
concert at Würth Haus in Berlin, his band not only created an enjoyable atmos-
phere but also demonstrated that the expressive strength of jazz is essentially
based on its will to freedom.  

Freedom to the swing of music

Anyone born in 1955 in western Germany has – quite understandably – difficul-
ties in appreciating freedom as they have only experienced an open and transp-
arent society with intact civil rights. This is true for Manfred Kurz, head of the
Würth representation offices in Berlin und Brussels, who pointed out that we
can only really talk about freedom if we have experienced life without it and the
need to develop survival strategies. 

Kurz reminded his audience of the uneasy relationship between the
authorities and music, which in Communist countries often led to

the regime imposing restrictive measures. In the 1970s in
Warsaw, for example, Miles Davis was only
able to perform under conspiratorial conditions
in locations known to a limited and trustwor-

thy circle of people. This was usually in a base-
ment in the back house of an inconspicuous apart-
ment block in the outskirts of the city. Those in
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power feared an uncontrollable civil rights movement so much that the master
of black jazz was forbidden to appear on prominent stages in the centre of the
city.         

The young musician Muhai Tang (b. 1949), today conductor and professor at
the Shanghai Conservatory, related a similar experience. In his vivid tale of the
Cultural Revolution in China he reported that even Franz Liszt was on the index
of forbidden music because he was deemed “counter-revolutionary”. 

To the pleasure and great surprise of the audience, he brought his master pupil
to Würth Haus with him, the pianist Xin Dong Schong, who fittingly performed
an exciting rendition of two piano pieces written by none other than Franz Liszt.
A long round of  applause went not only to the virtuoso pianist but also to his
resolute teacher, and also to the realization that the power of great music can-
not be tamed by repressive measures on the part of the state. Music overcomes
the imposition of oppressive laws and the geographical borders of an unjust
state. In the end freedom will always be victorious. 

The Tree of Liberty, with the Devil temting

John Bull. James Gillray, London 1798

“The copper engraving depicts a tree of liberty

being raised in front of a village tavern. The 

tree is decorated with ribbons. The brothers

and sisters of liberty dance and jump around it,

throwing their hats into the air and drinking to

the health of the nation.”

Chemnitz, 1793
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Freedom – an unalienable civil right

The young Sovak author Michael Hvorecky (b. 1976), a “child” of the Czecho-
slovakian Charta 77 generation, spoke about receiving a gift that he had never
deemed possible in his youth. What he meant was the freedom to travel, which
in the Eastern Bloc countries was only possible for a limited number of cadre
members loyal to the party. Now it is an inalienable civil right for all citizens,
including socially critical authors and publicists like himself. 

The freedom to carry on dialogues and friendships across national borders
appears to Hvorecky even today, sixteen years after the collapse of Czechoslo-
vakia, to be a precious good that must be protected. He remembers with grat-
itude the generation that came before him, the most prominent member being
the later Czech president Vaclav Havel, who once said: “A book is not a weapon
– nevertheless it can have a great impact if it reaches the hearts of readers and
arouses their civil courage.”

Although born in the same year as Hvorecky, the above-mentioned essayist
Tobias Hülswitt appears to belong to a later generation for whom self-determi-
nation and freedom were self-evident. In his works he portrays individuals marked
by egoism and superficiality who crave pleasure. In his view sexual permissive-
ness is an aspect of unlimited consumer frenzy that overlooks the responsibility
we have to all creatures as well as to nature and produces a society of losers. By
injuring the dignity of mankind and destroying nature, we are eliminating
resources that are necessary to live a life in harmony with creation and human-
istic values. 

Liberté, Égalité, Sexualité? In the debate between Tobias Hülswitt and Gesine
Schwan their common position became evident: freedom without respect for
the limitations of norms shaped by humanism can result in its opposite – the
loss of freedom.

Henri Rousseau, 

One Hundred Years of Freedom, 1892

Würth Haus Berlin
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The consumer also has a choice

This line of argumentation was underscored by Manfred Kurz’s remark that a
primarily capitalistic striving for profit is a highly explosive and questionable
enterprise in a global economy. Symbolically this is exemplified by the super-
tankers of numerous oil businesses which, with a strategy based on profit alone,
are operated by smaller and smaller crews, often made up of overtaxed person-
nel and, under Caribbean flag, sail at an ever faster rate – until they hit the next
shallow spot, on the Spanish coast, for example, or an ice-floe in Alaska. Dreams
of quick profit are abruptly shattered in the financial disaster of an ecological
catastrophe. 

Governments in the meantime quickly experience their own limited legislative
possibilities long before international laws can take effect. But this gap can be
effectively closed with responsible consumer behavior. This includes the free-
dom to ignore the market offers of certain firms or groups. Politics at the petrol
pump, so to speak – Exxon Valdez rears its ugly head! 

The stimulating panel discussion contributed to a convivial mood amongst all the
active participants and visitors of the Freedom Matinee. Optimism and inner
satisfaction predominated in view of the interesting activities that were enjoyed
in a relaxed atmosphere on a Sunday morning in Würth Haus. This was con-
firmed by the fact that, following the panel programme, visitors carried on the
lively discussion over a glass of wine and a slice of bread.

Manfred Kurz 

Würth Haus Berlin
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Long-term sales market

At the following evening meal celebration
in Würth Haus Berlin Professor Reinhold
Würth expressed his satisfaction about the
new co-operation with Shenyang: “This is
another important step for the Würth
trading business in the direction of develop-
ing its own production capacities. Produc-
tion requires more capital than just trading,
but Würth will only be able to secure a
long-term market in China if it can manu-
facture its products in the sales market
region.”

Robert Friedmann, speaker of the Würth
Group management, agreed and empha-
sised that the investment in China does not
threaten jobs in Germany: “Würth is not

investing in China to export jobs; rather by
creating the Würth Industrial Park new 
markets will be accessed not only in China
but all over South East Asia. The planned
growth of the Group in Germany and
Europe will not be affected by this project.”

A signal for German 
and European companies

The vice-mayor of the people’s government
of Shenyang, Qi Song, was no less con-
vinced of the benefits of a long-term 
co-operation between Würth and the
Shenyang European Union Development
Zone: “The participation of the Würth
Group in Shenyang is very welcome, also
because it is a clear signal for other German
and European companies. This project is

Shenyang, here we come!
A large investment project in China

On Thursday, 14 September 2006, in the
Berlin Federal Chancellery Professor Reinhold
Würth signed a contract, in the presence of 
the Chinese Prime Minister Wen Jiabao,
German Chancellor Angela Merkel and
members of her cabinet, for a project between
Würth International AG, located in Chur,
and the Shenyang European Union Develop-
ment Zone. The contract is for building a
Würth Industrial Park in the northern Chi-
nese city of Shenyang, with over a million
inhabitants, and is initially planned to
amount to 30 million US dollars. The park
will span 30 hectares and will include a
power plant planned by Würth itself. With
this strategic investment Würth is planning 
to production plants that will begin employ-
ing 400 workers and in the final building
stage will have a staff of 3,000 employees.

Würth Haus Berlin
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the first large single investment in the
Shenyang economic region. We are certain
that Würth’s investment will result in
benefits for both contractual parties.
Together with Würth we are looking
towards a positive future.”
As a growth market China also offers the
Würth group concrete business opportuni-

ties outside its core activities of assembly
and bonding technology; for example, for
high-tech products such as the CIS thin-
film solar cells of Würth’s subsidiary Würth
Solar, which in October of this year began
operation of a new solar cell manufacturing
facility in Schwäbisch Hall in northern
Wurttemberg, an investment of 70 million
euros. “In the interior of southern China
there are also sun-rich desert regions that
make the use of solar energy appear both
plausible and lucrative.” 

But first of all Shenyang wants to concen-
trate on the core business. A plant to
manufacture screws and joining elements
will be completed by the autumn of 2008.
The Würth subsidiary Schraubenwerk
Gaisbach (SWG) is primarily responsible
fort this project. Its managing director, 
Alois Wimmer, familiar with both the
procurement and sales market in China, 
is already rolling up his sleeves: “Shenyang,
here we come – and we’re going to be
there for the long term!” 

Würth Haus Berlin

Professor Reinhold Würth, Carmen Würth,

Bettina Würth, Chairman of the Advisory

Council of the Würth Group

Photos: Marc Darchinger, Berlin

Robert Friedmann, Professor Reinhold Würth,

Carmen Würth, Bettina Würth, Qi Song 

(Vice-Mayor of the People’s Government

of Shenyang) Zhenjia Cao (Director of the

Administrative Committee of the Shenyang

European Union Development Zone), 

Alois Wimmer (Managing Director of SWG) 

and Sophia Zhang (Vice-Director of the

Administrative Committee). 
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Schwanenwerder – 
a venue full of history

The island Schwanenwerder on Wannsee Lake, home of the Würth com-
pany in Berlin, reflects in a special way the vicissitudes of Germany history and
its capital Berlin. A kind of upper-middle class counterpart to Peacock Island
with its stately home belonging to the Hohenzollern family, the island devel-
oped after 1880 into the residence of choice for the powerful and ambitious class
of the grande bourgeoisie. There a life style and a social attitude was celebrated
which, far removed from the provincial Wilhelminian culture, sought contact
with other cultures; in short it was a cosmopolitan society.

Artists, intellectuals, representatives from the business world, finance and
Jewish upper-middle class chose to live on Schwanenwerder as did the high offi-
cials of the Allied Powers after the Second World War. Once the Nazis, who had
expropriated the most attractive property on the island, were defeated, the oppor-
tunity once again arose for development of an international society. The Aspen
Institute Berlin, Inselstraße 10, founded in 1974 by Professor Shepard Stone bears
testimony to this fact in an impressive and distinguished manner.

A“belle alliance” at 
a historical venue

Spectrum Concerts Berlin 
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The building on Inselstraße 16 also experienced the ups and downs
of German history that were characteristic for the island of Schwa-
nenwerder. When in Schloss Cecilienhof in Potsdam the three victo-

rious forces began negotiations to determine the fate of a defeat-
ed Nazi Germany in the summer of 1945, General Dwight D.
Eisenhower, later to become president of the United States,
resided with his delegation in the former Sobernheim villa,
where he helped to prepare the Potsdam Treaty. 

Cheerful atmosphere, cosmopolitan flair

The original Villa Sobernheim, then already significantly damaged, was torn down
in 1972 by its owner, the city-state Berlin. Not one stone of the historical build-
ing remained when the Würth Group purchased the property in 1998 to build its
representational offices in the capital, the Würth Haus Berlin. Thus in the spring of
2003 something new arose on the old site, something new that consciously chose
not to follow the path of architectural historicism but nevertheless to deal in a
respectful manner with the cheerful atmosphere – not easily imitated – and the
cosmopolitan flair of the Island, which was to be incorporated into the life of the
new house. 

Imbued with a spirit of respect for other cultures and with a view to an exchange
between cultures that would be beneficial to all, our house is dedicated to uncon-

The Würth House Berlin

Personalities from politics, business and

society gather again in Schwanenwerder to

socialise and exchange ideas.

In attendance were from left to right Layla

Sater, first row: Marianne von Weizsäcker,

Richard von Weizsäcker,  Egon Bahr, Adelheid

Bonnemann-Böhner, Helene Liebermann,

Martin von Loer.
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ventional encounters between international science, politics and society. Art and
culture are an integral part of our ambitious programme.

“The very best chamber quintett in town”

In times of political stalemate, music takes on a special, unifying role. Who could
demonstrate this in a more virtuoso and forceful manner than Spectrum Con-
certs Berlin, founded in 1988 by the Bostonian cellist Frank Dodge, and known
in Berlin as “the very best chamber quintett in town”. 

In his opening words Dr Richard von Weizsäcker, former President of the Fed-
eral Republic, commented that “the private initiative of the American Frank
Dodge has firstly facilitated encounters between people on both sides of the
Atlantic and secondly has the added charming side-effect of making it possible
to hear chamber music in Berlin of such breath-taking brilliance that can only
be experienced in very few places in the world.” 

Dr Richard von Weizsäcker, an ambassador as it were of German culture, spoke
out for an open dialogue between cultures, beyond national, political and reli-
gious borders. His audience in Würth Haus Berlin, on 13 June 2006, all mem-
bers of the diplomatic corps, did not need convincing – overcoming the lack of
communication and political stagnation is a prerequisite for their profession. 

Spectrum Concerts Berlin, Welcome in Berlin (WIB), a service agency for diplo-
mats, and Würth Haus Berlin, formed on this day a “belle alliance” in the best
sense of the word. Diplomatic representatives from over thirty nations gathered
together for a summer chamber music concert on Schwanenwerder island. Here
again was a demonstration of a historical mission, a commitment to freedom,
entirely in accordance with this special location. Very much in the spirit of the
Würth Group.

For more information: 
http://www.spectrumconcerts.com

Above: Mary Ellen von Schacky-Schultz an

American in Berlin: the city would be poorer

without her, together with  Leopold Bill von

Bredow. 

Centre: Frank Dodge (right) an American in

Berlin: energetic, ambitious, likeable.

Below: Stephanie von Dallwitz, Marianne 

von Plettenberg

Spectrum Concerts Berlin

The musicians: Janine Jansen, Julia-Maria

Kretz, James Boyd, Thorleif Thedeen, Lars

Wouters van den Oudenweijer

Photos: Andreas Amann, Berlin
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“Imagine that for many years now you have been an enthusiastic and committed member
of a handball team. Suddenly the club’s executive board decides to play football instead.
What do you do?”

That’s pretty much the way Günter Verheugen explained his reasons for leaving the
Free Democratic Party (FDP) and joining the Socialist Party of Germany (SPD) in 1982.
The situation was not easy; after all in a country like Germany an act of this kind is
often seen as desertion. The background was the party’s planned “football game”, led
by the then foreign minister Hans-Dietrich Genscher, who instigated the withdrawal
from the SPD/FDP coalition to join up with the Christian Democratic Union (CDU).
A vacillating FDP resulted in a vote of no confidence for the coalition government. 

One politician who didn’t vacillate was Günter Verheugen, and he has remained
true to his “handball game” ever since. Once a respectable general secretary of the FDP
and now part of the opposition party, he soon attracted attention, initially as speaker
of the SPD executive board and finally as state minister in the Foreign Ministry, as a
man of integrity untouched by the usual political intrigues. When he voices an opinion,
it is always with substance and committed to the general good of the community:
what he says is professional, cosmopolitan, fair and focused on the issue; he does 
not place himself in the limelight. Nothing in his behaviour has changed to this day,
even though he has now become the vice-president of the European Commission.

It seems the EU commissioner stirred up a hornet’s nest when he complained in 
a recent interview about the many obstacles to dismantling the bureaucracy in the EU.
The excitement, generated by the media, was considerable. Comments such as “outra-
geous” or “nest fouler” were heard, and howls of protest arose from bureaucracies
everywhere, not only from the Commission’s bureaucracy in Brussels. What hap-
pened?

Finally someone had the courage to speak up. He lost his patience, refusing to just
watch the usual delaying tactics that we have learned to expect from Brussels and to
be a helpless bystander in what seems like a “God-given” bureaucracy. Many citizens in
Europe see the EU authorities as a bureaucratic monster that regulates everything from
the curvature of cucumbers to tractor seats, and that’s what Commissar Günter Ver-
heugen wants to eliminate. It is certainly worth doing for the sake of Europe, also
because it would put a stop to all the regulations that have a negative effect on growth
and employment. Studies have confirmed that dismantling bureaucracy has a measur-
able impact on growth.

The EU Commission is in the process of altering its image of a regulating monster
after launching a far-reaching initiative to dismantle bureaucracy with the goal of
simplifying 222 EU regulations and over 1400 directives within three years. These
include EU laws on social and patent law, on customs, tax, and market regulations,
regulations that will have an impact on the economy. In the process of weeding out the
regulations for packaging, for example, 27 directives recently landed in the waste paper
bin, and in November the EU Commission will be introducing the next bundle of
administrative reforms. And Verheugen, one of the best of the good in the Berlaymont
building, is leading the way.

All too often the Commission has seen how their simple suggestions were turned
into complicated legal structures, because either the Council or the European Parlia-
ment made sure their interests were accommodated even to the point of a perverted
form of justice based on single cases, a levelling down of justice to its weakest point:
once again good intentions foiled. Now the plan is to put a stop to all that; even the
German federal government supports the plan to eliminate bureaucracy to the advan-

vox populi

The Handball Player
Or: Fighting Bureaucracy 
in Europe
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tage of more competition. “Instituting better laws” is a topic that will play a dominant
role during the German Council presidency in the first half of 2007. The struggle is not
against bureaucracy per se, it is against too much red tape.

The plan deserves recognition but to praise it would be premature. For – and we
know this all too well from past experience – well-meant is not the same as well-done.
In the end what this presupposes is that the process of institutionalizing laws should
be scrutinised more closely than the process of creating new laws. Wanting a “good”
law and implementing such a law on a daily basis are, as we all know, not the same
kettle of fish.

Who should heed all this? The civil servants whose task it is to create meaningful
laws and to subordinate themselves entirely to this process. Authorities and adminis-
trative offices have a truly state-building, constitutional responsibility. They are, so to
speak, the fourth pillar of democracy, in addition to the legislative, executive and
judicial branches. The task of the bureaucracy is to implement laws that have been
drawn up in a democratic process, following them to the letter and above all their
spirit in a manner that is transparent, objective and will hold up to examination at any
time. This is especially important within the soft framework of “discretionary powers”.

Finally bureaucracies are a part of economic life because, even though located on
the periphery, they have an impact extending to the centre of economic core areas.
Especially in view of the expanded EU, administrative guidelines that cross borders,
that promote a community are gaining in importance. They have to function properly
in the Rumanian Valachei as well as in the Mezzogiorno, Riga or Künzelsau. The
citizens of Europe have this right.

And that is only right and proper. In a democratic community it is not acceptable
for guidelines to be hindered or counteracted by blocking, delays or negation. Bureau-
cracies and the civil servants working for them have to recognize their responsibility as
an implementing and serving organ. Then they would also recognize the opportunity
they have to promote economic and social developments. If bureaucracies took advan-
tage of this opportunity in the European area, then they would surely reap the appreci-
ation and recognition of business, as it would truly improve the competitiveness of
European companies and increase profit all across Europe. Good officials in Brussels –
and they do exist – recognize their central role and the impact they have on far-flung
regions of the European single market.

All those who haven’t heard the wake up call are at least reminded by Verheugen’s
strong words that the administration can best deal with its role within a community by
seeing itself as a service provider, a support and deregulation battalion, so to speak, for
the economy and society in a serving function, which by the way is in accordance with
their legal status. In administrative offices, the laws are merely applied! In a democratic
state bound by the rule of law, it is the parliamentary structure that has the power to
make political policies. 

Thank goodness the red tape prevalent in the lower administrative offices has been
largely eliminated and replaced by a modern service centre. It is more than just a
nuisance, however, when we hear clamouring coming from chief executive offices in
Brussels. The upright handball-player Verheugen deserves support in his efforts to fight
a misguided attempt to save a dying species. He is sure to receive unlimited support
from the vox populi.

P. S.: People who change sides and are now trying, for obvious reasons, to damage
Verheugen with snide remarks about his cabinet in the Swabian press would be better
off sitting in beer halls than standing up to the professional debate in the European
Parliament, where so far they have not demonstrated any heroic feats. Sorry, but tricks
like those are just too cheap!

Manfred Kurz




